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Before he retired in 2012, Jim Cermak was “Professor Jim Cermak,” the Director of Theatre at Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota since 1972 and Managing Artistic Director of the Gooseberry Park Players, an intergenerational summer youth theatre, since 1992. 
With GPP Jim directed 20 musicals with kids 11-17 each summer since 1992.

In his academic career, Jim designed lighting for over 50 productions, 22 Christmas Concerts, scenery for 25 plays or musicals, directed 50 musicals plus 25 comedies and Shakespearean plays.  Since high school, he has been involved with 335 theatrical productions as actor, technician, designer, director, producer, and teacher.  After service in the Navy during the Viet Nam era, Jim toured with two USO Theatre productions as actor, Stage Manager, and Company Manager.  He later created two theatre companies, was a professional Equity Stage Manager, and Educational Director of the International Peace Gardens Drama Camp, and Trollwood Performing Arts Summer Program.   

Besides local and regional competitions, he has coached 5 successful Miss America candidates from ND or MN and has judged over 80 one-act and competitive forensics tournaments in Minnesota.  While at Concordia, Jim was the Creative Director for the ELCA’s International Youth Gathering in 2000 and created two weeks of youth activities at the TWA Dome in St. Louis, ending each with church for 19,000-20,000 youth.  
 
In November of 2013, after coming out of retirement, he began teaching workshops at the Wisconsin State High School Theatre Festival in Waunakee: Beginning Acting, The Theatrical Event (his PhD thesis), Universal Lighting Theory and Design, and Jai Site Ram – The Stick Dance (for actors and directors).  
He is a Judge and Staff member for WHSFA.
In 2012 he assisted the Northwoods Players with Guys and Dolls, for Prentice School in following years, he assisted with dramaturgy, staging, play selection, scenic design, bio pictures, and acting classes for Starmites and Peter Pan, jr.  He also provided Lighting Design for Chequamegon’s productions of Aladdin, Jr., and The Little Mermaid, Jr. 

Jim’s daughter, A.J., is a public school administrator in Manhattan, NYC and was a fringe festival theatre director and producer in New York.  His son, Jamie, is an artist, a Baker, Barista and the Assistant Manager of Produce at the Co-op in Middlebury, VT. He met his wife Annie while on the board of the Driftless Folk School in Viroqua.  Annie is an experienced residential life director, h.s. teacher, and environmentalist.   


Jim lives outside Butternut, WI on land his Bohemian grandparents purchaed in 1920.  Historian of the American Legion, on the Board of the Butternut Area Historical Society Museum, Jim is a supporter of all Butternut Girls Sports and the Music Program.  
If you need advice or information about post secondary educational options and opportunities, please contact Jim at jameseff41@gmail.com  Jim’s corporate identity is A.R.S. Arts Referral Service, W 9710 Meier Rd, Butternut, Wi. 54514 – 715-769-3245.   
No Fee required!
