[image: image1.png]WISCONSIN
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY






FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Jim Draeger
June 18, 2008
(608) 264-6511
WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY OFFERING ADVICE TO
OWNERS OF FLOOD-DAMAGED HISTORIC PROPERTIES
The Wisconsin Historical Society is offering advice to Wisconsin historic building owners dealing with post-flooding recovery.
Homeowners, business owners and the custodians of historical societies, museums and other cultural organizations will have questions about how to properly treat flooded historic buildings and soggy collections to avoid further damage by post-flood conditions. Answers to these concerns are available from the Wisconsin Historical Society on its Web site at www.wisconsinhistory.org.
"Last week's floods have damaged family keepsakes and heirlooms, historic properties and historic collections," explains Wisconsin Historical Society Director Ellsworth Brown. "With prompt attention and proper treatment, damage to historic property and artifacts can be minimized. Our staff is available to point people to the correct information and expertise. We have identified many resources that may be helpful to get organized in the post-flood period and develop a plan for recovery in the weeks ahead."
Wisconsin Historical Society Field Services representatives are contacting historical groups statewide to identify flooded historic properties and offer assistance. "We are reaching out through our local history listserve, our Web site and our networks to connect historical organizations and building owners affected by the floods with others who can offer assistance," said Brown.
Property owners with flooded historic homes or businesses can find useful information at www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/flood-property.asp. Further assistance for historical societies, museums and other cultural organizations may be found at www.wisconsinhistory.org/localhistory/flood.asp.
The Wisconsin Historical Society will continue to work in the months ahead with state and federal emergency management officials through its State Historic Preservation Office to assure that emergency responders will consider the effects of flood response on Wisconsin's historic cultural resources and treat them appropriately as cleanup efforts continue.
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