 Ancient Wisconsin Pottery Day at Aztalan State Park
Early Reminder
The Friends of Aztalan State Park Foundation is pleased to announce another wonderful educational event at Aztalan State Park.
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Please Join us and Master Pot Maker/Artist Joan Molloy Slack of RIVERRUN STUDIO of McNaughton, WI on Sunday August 21st. 2011

For the first ever Ancient Wisconsin Pottery Day at Aztalan State Park

Joan Molloy Slack is an artist, potter, and teacher who resides in northern Wisconsin, and owns Riverrun Center for the Arts. A lifelong interest in Wisconsin archaeology and the first human artists led her to research the earliest known pottery types in Wisconsin Prehistory and to recreate them using ancient pottery techniques. She has worked with native potters learning processes of creation, decoration, and firing that have been handed down for 5,000 years. Travels to Europe led her to research private collections in major museums, where she has photographed and studied the ancient pottery. Most recently, while studying Neolithic pottery making at a workshop in France, she researched the digging and processing of clay, ancient forming and firing techniques, and decoration using authentic tools such as bone, stone, and fiber. She holds degrees in Art, English and Education K-12, as well as a Masters Degree in Ceramics. The art history component of her Master’s Degree included research and travel to Orkney, Ireland and lower Scotland studying the ancient pottery, rock art, stone circles and Neolithic culture.

Wisconsin Archaeological Pottery 

Joan will demonstrate the techniques of making several different types of Wisconsin Woodland, Mississippian, and Oneota Period Pottery Styles
If you are near Ft. Atkinson, WI, stop in at the Hoard Museum to see the new exhibit called "Mysteries of the Mounds." This beautiful permanent exhibit depicts the life and culture of the mound builders of southern Wisconsin. Joan was asked to create all of the pottery in the exhibit and has several pieces from different eras on display. 

She also has work displayed and for sale at the Wisconsin Historical Museum in Madison, WI, and at the Milwaukee Public Museum. Additional exhibits of replica Woodland Indian pottery are on display at the Dodge County Historical Society Museum and the Montello Museum, both also in Wisconsin. 

A Power Point Lecture, Pottery Making Demonstrations, and Pottery Firing (If weather permitting) will be conducted on site at Aztalan.
Start Time: 11:30 AM (Park Shelter-Middle Parking Lot)

Some Food and Refreshments Provided by Friends Group

For Additional Information Please Contact Event Organizer Kurt Sampson (President of Aztalan State Park Friends) at ksampson2@wi.rr.com or call (414)-405-4367

