Key Ingredients: America by Food

A Smithsonian Exhibition coming to Wisconsin in 2010
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community through conversation




Open Invitation to Apply:

Applications due April 15, 2009

Decisions announced in May, 2009

For more information, contact

Wisconsin Humanities Council:

(608) 262-0706

Jessica Becker: jebecker2@wisc.edu
                                                                                                         www.wisconsinhumanities.org



The WHC invites museums, libraries, cultural centers, historical societies, and other venues in towns of fewer than 10,000 residents to apply to host the Smithsonian traveling exhibit Key Ingredients: America by Food. The exhibit includes six portable kiosks designed especially for rural audiences and small museums with limited access to traveling exhibitions due to space and cost limitations.

Six communities will be selected to host the exhibit for six weeks each from October 2010 to August 2011. Applications will be judged and sites chosen based on geographic distribution, strength of proposed ideas for complementary programs, demonstrated commitment from the community, and physical display space.
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The Wisconsin Humanities Council will provide the following for each host site:

· The Key Ingredients exhibition for a period of six weeks.

· A support manual with complete information for hosting the exhibit.

· Publicity materials including brochures, posters, postcards, an outdoor banner, press kits, and national web site: http://www.keyingredients.org/.

· Travel expenses for a project director to attend a planning workshop and an installation workshop; both workshops will provide professional development and technical assistance.

· A committee of experts to call on for consultation and program planning support.

· $2,000 in grant funds available to support of public humanities programs such as companion exhibit development, oral histories, guest lectures, book or film series, community forums, etc.

In return, host institutions will be asked to:

· Identify a project director for the duration of the project who will (1) attend the planning workshop, (2) attend the installation workshop, (3) and be present for any site visits from the WHC staff and (4) commit necessary time to plan and coordinate the exhibition and related programs.

· Plan and implement public humanities programs and community events during the exhibit tour.

· Publicize the exhibition tour regionally using Smithsonian and WHC provided materials.

· Include the WHC logo on all related materials produced as part of the Key Ingredients tour.

· Provide a secure indoor facility with 900 square feet of space (8’ 6” ceiling minimum) to display the exhibition and storage for 16 travel crates.

· Track all staff and volunteer time, facilities, and other resources donated to the project and complete a close-out report of this cost share at the project’s conclusion.

· Coordinate transportation of the exhibit in cooperation with the other host sites and the WHC.

· Pay $350 in cost share to the WHC.

How to Apply:

We strongly encourage applicants to contact us for help: 608-262-0706.

Please send the following complete information to the WHC by April 15, 2009.
Mailing Address: WHC; 222 S. Bedford St. Suite F; Madison, WI 53703

1. Institution name, address, city, zip code

2. Phone, fax, email, Web site (if applicable)

3. Project Director, including title, relationship to the institution, and qualifications.

4. Number of permanent staff (full- and part-time); Number of regular volunteers; Annual visitation.

5. Hours of operation. Explain if you anticipate staying open additional hours while hosting the exhibition.

6. Note any calendar period when your institution could not host the exhibition.

7. A description of the facility where the exhibit will be displayed (include approximate square footage), with a photo if possible.

8. A list of at least three partners and/or resources in your community, such as the Chamber of Commerce or local library, which will contribute to the success of the project. Indicate if the organizations have cooperated with your institution in the past. Include letters of support from these and any other organizations to show broad community involvement in and commitment to the project.

9.
Briefly explain why your institution and community would like to host Key Ingredients.  Please discuss ways in which the exhibit can further your institution’s goals (for example: attract new audience, build new partnerships, grow professionally, initiate a building campaign, etc.).

10.  Briefly describe initial ideas for complementary programs to enhance the exhibit. Be creative. Include fun activities, as well as educational programming. Consider if there are particular topics of importance in your community that relate to the themes of the exhibit that could be explored. (Note: you will have a chance to develop your ideas further at planning meetings.)

About the Exhibition


What exactly are kolačes, lichees and ceviche? Most of us eat day in day out without giving a second thought to the wealth of history and culture that shapes our dining habits and taste preferences. Our recipes, menus, ceremonies, and etiquette grow out of our country’s rich immigrant experience, the history and innovations of food preparation technology, and the ever-changing availability of key ingredients. This exhibition explores how the food on our tables, in our cupboards, and at our celebrations all has cultural and geographic roots. It opens the door to fascinating conversations and a wealth of opportunities to better understand what is on our plates around Wisconsin.





Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.museumonmainstreet.org/exhibs_key/key.htm" ��http://www.museumonmainstreet.org/exhibs_key/key.htm�


for more information about the exhibition. Also check out the national website to support regional programs, such as those that will be part of the Wisconsin tour: � HYPERLINK "http://www.keyingredients.org/" ��http://www.keyingredients.org/�.















