The Dodge County Historical Society & Museum
Presents 

The Frank J. Hess and Sons Cooperage 1904-1966
July 13, 2011 at 7:00PM at the DCHS Museum-Beaver Dam, WI 

105 Park Ave. (The Old Williams Free Library)

Seating is limited – Please RSVP at 414-405-4367 or 920-887-1266

Join us in welcoming Jim and Gary Hess for their presentation on their grandfather Frank J. Hess and his Cooperage 
     Frank J. Hess, was born in Bohemia on April 10, 1870. At the age of 14 he began a three year apprenticeship to learn the cooperage trade (barrel making) at the Pilsner Brewery in Pilsen, Bohemia. From there, Frank immigrated to America at age 19 and began working as a cooper manufacturing white oak beer kegs for a short time in Chicago and then in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.  In Prairie du Chien Frank meet and married Anna Stluka and had four sons.   In 1904 Henry Fauerbach of the Fauerback Brewery in Madison persuaded Frank to move there to start an independent cooperage business.  Frank and his four sons operated the Frank J. Hess and Sons Cooperage in Madison on Schenk’ corners for 62 years; becoming Wisconsin's largest independent cooperage.  They manufactured white oak barrels for many breweries in Wisconsin including the Fauerback, Hausmann, Breckheimer, Brunkow, Mueller, Potosí, Stork, Slinger, Rhinelander, Portage, Baraboo, Sauk City, Columbus, Watertown, Wausau, Janesville, Duluth, Jefferson, Monroe, Green Bay, Reedsburg, Stork, and Beaver Dam’s own Ziegler Brewery.  The Hess Cooperage also manufacture barrels for Star Brewery in Sioux City Iowa, West End Brewery in Utica, New York; and Hamm’s Brewery in Baltimore, Maryland. They also manufactured and repaired wine and whiskey barrels.  
Come for an evening of Interesting History on America’s last cooperage factory to produce white oak beer keg barrels for the Breweries.
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