FLORENCE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

LOST BATTALION OF WWI MOVIE AND

PRESENTATION BY AUTHOR ROBERT J.

LAPLANDER

On June 8 at 12 noon the Florence County Historical Society will sponsor a movie and presentation about the Lost Battalion of WWI at the Encore on Central, 748 Central Ave. in Florence.

Hear Lost Battalion historian and author Robert J. Laplander tell the true story of what is perhaps the single most legendary episode of America’s involvement in the First World War!  Early on the evening of October 2nd 1918, Major Charles W. Whittlesey led nearly 700 men under his command into the narrow Charlevaux Ravine, deep within the Argonne Forest of northeastern France.  That night, the Germans quietly slipped onto the high ground around the little command, cutting them off nearly ¾ of a mile ahead of their main line.  For the next five days, Major Whittlesey and his men defended their ground against almost continuous enemy infantry, machine-gun, and mortar assault.  Out of food, water, and medical supplies by noon of the first day; mistakenly bombarded by their own artillery; and virtually out of ammunition by the end of the siege, the command would ultimately suffer some 72% casualties – while no less than five Medals of Honor would be earned in connection with the event.  Five days after entering the ravine, Major Whittlesey would lead just 194 survivors out, and into the annals of historical legend.

Charles Whittlesey the commander of the Lost Battalion was born in Florence, WI on January 20, 1984 and spent the first 10 years of his life in a Florence Wisconsin.  His family operated a well knows sawmill and was instrumental in founding and building the First Presbyterian Church of Florence.

Now, hear Lost Battalion historian Robert J. Laplander, author of the books, “Finding the Lost Battalion:  Beyond the Rumors, Myths and Legends of America’s Famous WWW1 Epic’ and, The Lost Battalion:  Return to the Charlevaux, tell the true story of this legendary event, live!

There will be no charge for the movie or Mr. Laplander’s presentation brought to you by the Florence County Historical Society.  Military history buffs, school students and the general public will be informed and entertained by this presentation.

Light refreshments will be served upon arrival.  Doors will open at 11:15 AM; the movie, The Lost Battalion, made by A&E for the History Channel staring Rick Schroeder will be shown at 12 noon with Mr. Laplander’s presentation starting at 2:00 PM.  “Free Will” donations will be accepted and memberships in the local society can be purchased at that time.   Mr. Laplander will have his books available for purchase along with other items.

Groups of six or more who plan to attend are asked to please call for seating reservations at 715-528-3597.  The Encore On Central has a seating capacity of about 250 and the society wants to make sure everyone can be accommodated.

