Michael Seeliger – Collecting Old Bottles
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Michael Seeliger began collecting bottles in the late 1960s although he has collected antiques, arrowheads, rocks and something all his life. Michael began his bottle collection with patent medicines from the late 1800s when he dug them in various dump sites in southern Wisconsin. In 1971 Michael dug 5 Warner Safe Kidney and Liver Cure bottles from a Wisconsin River bank and this got him interested in collecting Warner Medicine bottles. H.H. Warner was the undisputed king of patent medicines. Michael amassed a large collection of his bottles and in 1974 Michael and his wife Alice wrote the first definitive book on H.H.Warner and his bottles. 

Michael and Alice continue to collect bottles that portray early Americana.  These include black glass from 1600-1800, Historical flasks 1830-1880, medicines, bitters, cures, and normal use bottles that were part of everyday life in early times. 

Michael will speak on collecting bottles. Informing the audience about how to determine the age of bottles, what the bottles are worth and how they were made. He will also give insight on reproduction bottles. Bottles tell an important part of what life was like in early Wisconsin, learn how your bottles relate to where they were found and how they arrived there.
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