Notes from Special Meeting of SFPJ:  May 10, 2007

Discussion of & Planning for ‘07-08 Eberth Alarcon Memorial Peace & Justice Symposia/Events

In Attendance: 
Carol Accola, Rick Richmond, Marc Goulet, Crispin Pierce, Jeremy Gragert, Bob Nowlan, Kate Hale, Theresa Kemp, Andy Swanson, Asha Sen, Karen Pope 

Context: 
Asha has requested, and SFPJ members in attendance agreed that honoring Eberth Alarcon’s life and contributions to local peace and justice efforts is an activity appropriately undertaken by SFPJ.  

Discussion:
All also agreed that having a one-year focus/topic for any SFPJ education/activism efforts, with many events scheduled during the year, would be an effective model for us to try for the next few years.
Thus the first yearly event will focus on the experiences with illness and hospitalization that Eberth and Asha lived through the last six months of his life, in particular Leukemia, minority health and troubling aspects of the Healthcare system.

These general working groups were identified as necessary in order to design an effective and integrated series of events.  People whose names appear in [brackets] after each working group volunteered to head up this effort:

Guest speaker pool—identify possible speakers for campus and community events  [Theresa]

Suggestion from Sherri Hydo:  Dr. Polly Ryan, UW Milwaukee, Epidemiology of vulnerable populations

Fundraising—seek funding from likely sources, including starting a foundation account to support annual events [Karen]

Media, publicity, press—getting the word out [Bob, Jeremy] [Rick, SFPJ Web updates, events and links]


Progressive media network 


Progressive Film series [show the student film Eberthian each year.]


Public library reading groups


Courses


Local sources such as Volume One


Service learning intern possible?  [Jeremy]

Healthcare—systemic problems/ a sick system

Minority health issues, vulnerable populations

especially leukemia and Latinos—problems of minority donors

Epidemiological data—ENPH program; nursing [Crispin][Sherri Hydo, Nursing]

Seek input from HMAA

Medicare problems



Campus Healthcare administration program


Legislation and healthcare costs



Citizen action



WI Senator Kathleen Vinehout



HIPA regulations—ombudsman and patient advocacy issues


Economic justice



Free clinics



Erik Jamelski’s research


Public Health care

Consult w/ Karen Witt, UWEC Nursing fac and EC Board of Health 
member

OUTCOMES—what do we wish to accomplish in a year of events, articles, films, awareness?
Infrastructure of help /progressive community health initiative?  Can we actually create something of use for the community?  {This would be in the REAL  Eberthian spirit!!} [Carol, Marc]

TOPICALTHREADS that may be developed during the year-long focus
MEDICAL

Epidemiology of Leukemia:  what do the cases & numbers tell us?


Orphan diseases—slim chance for research funding


Oncology: practice & treatment options, science & research, 


 

The language of blame medical practitioners use – “failed the first induction” etc.

The effects of cancer treatments on minority populations

[ Nichole Ray said she thought that American Indians did worse than Caucasians in terms of stem cell transplants etc -- it made me wonder if Eberth's genetic difference contributed to him having such a hard time.  Also, the lack of accessibility to doctors -- it was really hard to get to talk to the doctors at the U of M.]

 

[Are immigrants more at risk because of changes in environment, diet etc. compared to their parents who grew up in the old country?]

 


[Options of early detection for genetically at risk populations]
 

Cultural sensitivity – [Eberth's oncologist wrote to Ms. Asha Senn -- the fact that no one at the U of M could pronounce Alarcon -- how do you prevent racism -- even hiring minorities doesn't really solve the problem here ]

Public Health:  Local efforts & advocacy

HIPA regulations and community care

US Health Care system:  can it be cured?

US Health Care Expensive, Inefficient: Report http://www.truthout.org/docs_2006/051607P.shtml
Americans get the poorest health care and yet pay the most compared to five other rich countries. The US health care system ranks last compared with the five other nations on measures of quality, access, efficiency, equity and outcomes, according to a report released on Tuesday. From Truthout 5/16/07
Getting campus wide involvement/ tying health issues to peace & justice issues  [Kate]
Telling Real Stories [Bob]
Films/Documentaries


Show films with a tie in:  Pay it forward?  

Common text across disciplines?  Year of magical thinking?  [Choose a text?  Theresa]
College of ED involvement/ tie disciplinary pedagogy to real life practice?
The Peaceable Classroom project defines a pedagogy of nonviolence and then analyzes certain contemporary approaches to rhetoric and literary studies in light of nonviolent theory.

Courage to Teach: good teaching comes from the identity and the integrity of the teacher; discusses the inner life of the teacher.  

Universal health care—press state & federal legislators for action
Cuba's system

Canadian system

Other related threads:

Moral imperatives/Religious studies/spirituality

Sherri Hydo, Nursing, suggested speakers from Marquette U. Manresa Project, 

Gleaned FROM Proquest Wisconsin News database :
The name refers to the site in Spain where St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, began his ministry.

The purpose of the project is to challenge students to integrate their Christian values into their everyday lives, said Susan Mountin, director of the Manresa Project.

Milwaukee's Marquette University is receiving $2 million from a Lilly Endowment grant -- $400,000 a year over five years (2002)  [Similar funds for our campus project??]
Clinical use of immunotherapy (most doctors are dead opposed to this) as well as yoga, reiki, supplements etc.  Ask Sue Peck in Nursing ??
(notes incorporate comments and suggestions from Asha, 9/07)

Notes compiled by Karen Pope and Kate Hale
